
 

Education: Special  Interest  Placements  
 

BA (Hons) Primary Teaching with Specialisms - Year 2 student teachers 
 
 

I n f o r m a t i o n  f o r  O r g a n i s a t i o n s  I n v o l v e d  
 

 
The Special Interest Placements (SIPs) are a valuable 
aspect of primary initial teacher training at the 
University of Chichester. They give student teachers 
the opportunity to experience an alternative 
educational setting to their regular teaching 
placements. Student teachers can follow an area of 
special interest in order to extend their 
understanding of a particular area of education.  
 
 

Range of Organisations 
SIPs will be in a variety of places, depending upon the 
range of student teachers' interests. Typical settings 
will include: 
 

 

 Special Schools (EBD etc.) 

 English as an Additional Language provision; 

 Outdoor Education centres; 

 Museums with educational units; 

 Portage units; 

 Schools with SEN provision; 

 Behavioural Support Units; 

 Visually impaired and hearing impaired units 

 Intermediate and Secondary Schools (for KS3 
experience) 

 

 
 
What Student teachers Will Need 
As well as valuable observation of your work, we’re 
asking organisations to offer our student teachers 
some direct involvement in educational activities. 
Different organisations will vary in what they’re able 
to offer, but, for instance, you might be able to 
provide some of the following: 
 

 Planning and preparation 

 Mounting displays 

 Small group or individual teaching under 
appropriate supervision 

 Shadowing / monitoring children or young adults 

 Auditing of resources  

 Case studies 

 Dialogue with different people working with 
children in education 

 Planning for Health and Safety 

 Involvement in planning meetings 
 

Support 
The student teacher should be supported by a 
designated mentor who will be responsible for 
arranging an appropriate programme for the period 
of the placement. We ask the mentor to:  
[1] make one formal observation of the student 
teacher during the placement, and to  
[2] complete a short review on the pro-forma 
provided at the end of the placement.  
 
It is expected that the student teacher will receive 
guidance and support during the placement. Mentors 
are asked to bear in mind that many student teachers 
will be working in unfamiliar environments. 
University of Chichester will not be able to send out 
link tutors to support student teachers. If any queries 
arise during the placement, contact should be made 
with the School Partnership Office (01243-812174). 
 
Funding 
The University of Chichester does not receive any 
additional funding for these placements. However, in 
order to recognise the important role of the mentor, 
a fee of £26 per week per student teacher will be 
made to the host institution. 
 
Documentation 
Supporting documentation for SIPs includes the 
following: 

 Handbook  

 Profile of Professional Standards 

 Final Review form 
 

The Handbook provides general information about 
the SIPs and the context of the placements. The 
student teacher will have a copy of the Profile of 
Professional Standards in which to record evidence 
that specific Standards have been met during the 
placement.  The short final review should be 
completed by the mentor to summarise the main 
achievements of the student teacher during the 
placement. The documents are also available on 
www.chi.ac.uk/partnership  
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Coordinator for School Partnership 
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